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GAO’s Mission 
and Role



Defining Climate Resilience

• Can be synonymous with 
climate change adaptation

• Meaning varies by context

• “the ability to prepare, plan, 
absorb, recover, and adapt 
to adverse events” – (U.S. 
National Academies of 
Science, Engineering, and 
Medicine)

• What are you making resilient to what and over what 

timeframe? 



Climate Change is a High-Risk Area



GAO’s Disaster Resilience Framework



Applying GAO’s Disaster Resilience 
Framework

By mainstreaming climate 
resilience:

• Energy infrastructure

• Water systems

• Federally funded roads

• Defense facilities

By thinking strategically about 
climate resilience gaps:

• National climate information

• Identify and fund high-
priority projects

• Climate migration 



Classic Criteria v. Disaster Resilience Framework

Classic Criteria Disaster Resilience Framework

Criteria

Condition

Options to Improve Resilience

Condition

Use Disaster 
Resilience 

Framework as 
Criteria to 
Evaluate 

Positive Effect

Improved 
Resilience

Deficiency Positive Effect



Climate Change: Options to Enhance the 
Resilience of Federally Funded Flood Risk 
Management Infrastructure 
(GAO-24-105496)

We identified 14 options the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
can take to enhance climate 
resilience of federally funded 
flood risk management 
infrastructure. 



Climate Change: Options to Enhance the 
Resilience of Federally Funded Flood Risk 
Management Infrastructure (GAO-24-105496)

This report examined:

(1) The Corps’ actions to enhance 

the climate resilience of 

federally funded flood risk 
management infrastructure.

(2) The strengths and limitations 

of options available to the 

Corps to further enhance the 
climate resilience of federally 

funded flood risk 

management infrastructure. 



Applying GAO’s Disaster Resilience Framework



Climate Change: Options to Enhance the 
Resilience of Agricultural Producers and 
Reduce Federal Fiscal Exposure 
(GAO-23-104557)

We identified 13 options the 
U.S. Department of 
Agriculture could take to 
enhance climate resilience 
planning efforts. 



Climate Change: Options to Enhance the 
Resilience of Agricultural Producers and 
Reduce Federal Fiscal Exposure (GAO-23-
104557)

This report examined:

(1) The U.S. Department of 

Agriculture’s efforts to 

enhance the climate resilience 
of agriculture among 

agricultural producers

(2) The options available for the 

U.S. Department of 
Agriculture to further enhance 

their efforts in this area.



Climate Resilience: Options to Enhance 
the Resilience of Federally Funded Roads 
and Reduce Fiscal Exposure (GAO-21-436)

We identified 10 options the 
U.S. Department of 
Transportation can take to 
help states improve climate 
resilience of federally funded 
roads. 



Climate Resilience: Options to Enhance the 
Resilience of Federally Funded Roads and 
Reduce Fiscal Exposure (GAO-21-436)

This report examined:

(1) The Federal Highway 

Administration’s climate 

resilience efforts for federally 
funded roads.

(2) The options available to the 

Federal Highway 

Administration to further 
enhance the climate resilience 

of federally funded roads. 



Ongoing Work: Prioritizing Climate 
Resilience Investments with Economic 
Information

We identified five key 
elements of an 
organizational arrangement 
to prioritize climate 
resilience investments.



Questions?



Contacts

Joe Thompson, ThompsonJD@gao.gov 

mailto:ThompsonJD@gao.gov
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